
My name is Chelsea Usher and I am a teacher in Hartford Public School District. I am writing
today to show my support of fully funding education by expediting the ECS phase to coincide
with the federal dollars running out. I have experienced firsthand the impact a lack of funding
can have on students in high needs districts.

My students do not have a school library. There’s a room in our building called the library, but
there are no books, and there is no Library Media Specialist position for students to go to for
research questions, tutoring, scholarship support, or… seemingly most obvious, checking out
books. Every year, I complete Donors Choose Projects and buy books with my own money so
that my students can read independent books.

Fully funded education would allow my students to gain access to more fair and equitable
education. A library is a pivotal part of what school should be. When I think of my educational
experience, I distinctly remember the library in all of my formative years - from primary school to
secondary school and all the way to college. I learned how to harness the benefits of the library
as a child and relied on the security of that space as I grew up. It was a safe space to study on
my own, research, and get answers when I needed assistance. My students have not and
cannot learn that lesson without an intact, functioning library. Fully funded education would
mean we are taking students’ needs seriously and investing in the futures of all students. Fully
funded education can end the opportunity gap between our high needs and affluent districts.

Funding inequities across Connecticut are putting our most vulnerable students at a major
disadvantage in so many ways, and the state needs to do everything in its power to put an end
to these inequities. That is why I am urging our state leaders to fully fund education throughout
Connecticut.  For me, the most tangible example of these funding inequities is a library, but so
many schools across the state are facing this inequity and many more.

We cannot afford to wait any longer.

Thank you for your time,

Chelsea Usher


